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THE  SCOTTISH PIPING SOCIETY OF LONDON 

 

RULES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAME 

1. The Society shall be called “The Scottish Piping Society of London". 

OBJECTS 

2.  The objects shall be the promotion of the playing of the Great Highland Bagpipe in London and the 

bringing together of all those interested in the pipes and pipe music, whether as players or non-

players. 

MEMBERSHIP 

3. The Society shall consist of men and women interested in the objects of the Society.  There 

shall be Ordinary, Life and Honorary Life Members. 

 

Ordinary Members shall be those who pay the annual subscription or have paid the 

composition fee laid down in Rule 5. 

 

Life members shall be those who have paid a life membership fee prior to 2009.  There shall 

be no new Life memberships after December 31
st

 2008. 

 

Honorary Life Members shall be such persons as the Committee see fit, on account of services 

rendered to the Society or of any other special circumstances to elect to membership in that 

category, or to transfer to that category from another category of membership. 

 

4.   Election to Membership of the Society shall in all cases be at the discretion of the Committee, 

who may decline to accept any person as a member without assigning any reason. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 

5. Ordinary Members who have attained the age of 18 years shall pay a subscription.  The schedule 

of subscriptions will be revised or confirmed every year at the AGM.  The current year's schedule will 

appear on the membership form and the society website www.scottishpipingsocietyoflondon.com 

 

6. Life Members existing at 31
st

 December 2008 and Honorary Life members shall not be required 

to pay any subscription. 
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7. Annual subscriptions shall fall due on the 1st of January in each year, payable by Standing order.  

The first subscription of a new member shall fall due on his election and shall be payable by 

cheque for the first year and Standing Order thereafter. 

 

8. Any Annual Subscription not received by 1st May shall be deemed to be in arrears.  No Member 

whose subscription is in arrears may speak or vote at a General Meeting of the Society, nor be 

eligible to hold any office in the Society or to serve as an elected member of the Committee. 

 

CESSATION OF MEMBERSHIP 

9. The name of any member whose subscription is over two years in arrears shall be reported to the 

Committee, who may, after giving the member three months' warning of their intention, order his 

name to be deleted from the roll of members. 

 

10. The Committee may order to be deleted from the roll of members the name of any member 

whose conduct is considered to be detrimental to the interests of the Society.  Such action shall 

not be taken by the Committee except at a meeting to which the member concerned has been 

invited for the purpose of his being heard. A member aggrieved by a decision of the Committee 

under this Rule may appeal to the Society in General Meeting to reverse it, and the Committee 

shall be bound to facilitate such an appeal. 

 

11.  Any member may resign from the Society by informing the Secretary of his wish to do so. 

OFFICERS 

12. The Officers of the Society shall be the President, the Vice-President, the Piping Co-ordinator, the 

Treasurer and the Secretary, together with any Assistant Officer appointed under Rule 14. 

 

13.  The President, the Vice-President and the Piping Co-ordinator shall retire annually at the Annual General Meeting, 

but shall be eligible for re-election. 

 

The term of office of the Treasurer and of the Secretary shall be indefinite, but either may resign on giving one 

month's notice to the President, or may be removed from office by a resolution of the Society in General 

Meeting. 

 

14.  The Committee may appoint such Assistant Officers as it may from time to time deem necessary for the proper 

conduct of the Society's affairs: such Assistant Officers shall hold office at the discretion of the Committee. 
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15.  The President may, when authorised to do so by a unanimous decision of the Committee, invite suitable persons 

to accept office in the Society as Patrons or as Honorary Vice-President.  Such persons need not be members 

of the Society. Patrons and Honorary Vice-Presidents shall be entitled to participate in all the activities of the 

Society and to attend and speak, but not vote, (unless they are members) at a General Meeting. 

 

  THE COMMITTEE 

16.  The affairs of the Society shall be conducted by a Committee consisting of the Officers of the Society and two 

elected members. 

 

17.  The elected members of the Committee shall retire at each Annual General Meeting, but shall be eligible for re-

election. 

 

18.  Casual vacancies on the Committee may be filled by co-option.  A member of the Committee co-opted under the 

Rule shall retire at the next Annual General Meeting and be eligible for election in addition to the members to 

be elected under the preceding Rule.  If thus elected, he shall thereafter retire as if he had been elected when 

the member whose vacancy he filled was elected. 

 

The appointment of an elected member of the Committee as an Assistant Officer under Rule 14 shall 

not be deemed to cause a casual vacancy on the Committee. 

 

19.  The Committee may appoint sub-committees for any purpose and shall have power to make bye-laws for 

the conduct of the Society's activities. 

 

20.  The Committee shall not proceed to business at any meeting unless four members of the Committee are 

present. 

 

21.  The President shall take the Chair at meetings of the Committee, but he may, at his discretion, delegate this duty 

to another member of the Committee.  If neither the President nor his delegate is present, the Committee 

may elect a Chairman for the meeting. 

ACCOUNTS AND AUDIT 

22 The Treasurer shall prepare accounts annually, to a date to be determined by the Committee. The 

Accounts shall be audited, and submitted to the Society at the Annua1 General Meeting. 

 

23.  At every Annual General Meeting an Auditor shall be appointed to hold office until the next Annual General 

Meeting. 
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GENERAL MEETINGS OF THE SOCIETY 

24. The Annual General Meeting of the Society shall be held, on a date to be fixed by the Committee, for the 

following purposes: 

 

(a)  To receive the Annual Report of the Committee; 

(b)  To receive the audited Accounts for the preceding year; 

(c)  To elect Officers; 

(d)  To elect three members to serve on the Committee, and to elect, if thought fit, any member co-opted to the 

Committee since the previous Annual General Meeting under Rule 18; 

(e)  To appoint an Auditor; 

(f)  To discuss any special business of which due notice has been given; 

(g)  To discuss the general business of the Society. 

 

25. Any member may nominate any other member, after obtaining his consent, to serve as an Officer of the 

Society or as an elected member of the Committee. Nominations must be lodged with the Secretary at least 

forty-eight hours before the Annual General Meeting.  If no or insufficient such nominations have been 

received, the President may at his discretion receive other nominations at the Meeting. 

 

26. Any member wishing to raise a matter as special business at an Annual General Meeting shall give notice of his 

intention to the Secretary at least one week before the meeting, stating the nature of the business and the 

terms of any motion or resolution he intends to move. 

 

27. A Special General Meeting shall be called if the Committee so decide or if any ten members of the Society 

request that one be called.  Such a request must be made in writing to the President and must specify the 

purpose of the proposed meeting. 

 

No business shall be taken at a Special General Meeting, other than that specified in the Notice thereof. 

 

28. Notice of every General Meeting shall be sent to each member at least fourteen days before the 

meeting. 

 

29. The President shall take the Chair at General Meetings, or in his absence the Vice-President; in the absence of 

both the President and the Vice-President, the meeting shall elect a Chairman from among the members of the 

Committee present.  If no member of the Committee be present within fifteen minutes of the time for which 

the meeting was called, the meeting may elect a Chairman from among those present. 
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30. Voting at General Meetings shall be by show of hands.  The President or other Chairman shall have an 

additional or casting vote as well as his deliberative vote.  Members under the age of eighteen shall not vote at 

General Meetings. 

 

The President may, at his discretion, either before or after a vote has been taken on show of hands, direct that 

a question be settled by a postal ballot of all members entitled to vote.  Upon the President's announcing his 

ruling to this effect the meeting shall proceed forthwith to appoint a committee of three members to assist 

the Secretary in the conduct of the ballot. 

 

ALTERATION OF RULES 

31. These Rules may be altered by deletion, amendment or addition at a Special General Meeting.  A Resolution 

for the alteration of the Rules shall not be deemed to have been passed unless at least three out of every four 

members voting on the resolution vote in favour of it. 

 

 

 

 


